CHAPTER XXI

SATYAGRAHA AND DURAGRAHA

I hold the opinion firmly that Civil Disobedience
is the purest type of constitutional agitation. Of course,
it becomes degrading and despicable, if its civil, i,e.
non-violent  character,  is  a  mere  camouflage.

Toung India,  15-12-'21

Disobedience to be civil must be sincere, respectful,
restrained, never defiant, must be based upon some
well-understood principle, must not be capricious and
above all, must have no ill-will or hatred behind it.

Toung India, 24-3-'2O

Those only can take up civil disobedience, who
believe in willing obedience even to irksome laws
imposed by the State so long as they do not hurt their
conscience or religion, and are prepared equally will-
ingly to suffer the penalty of civil disobedience. Dis-
obedience to be civil has to be absolutely non-violent,
the underlying principle being the winning over of the
opponent by suffering i.e. love.
Young India, 3-11-521

Civil disobedience is the inherent right of a citizen.
He dare not give it up without ceasing to be a man.
Civil disobedience is never followed by anarchy.
Criminal Disobedience can lead to it. Every State puts
down Criminal Disobedience by force. It perishes, if
it does not. But to put down Civil Disobedience is to
attempt to imprison conscience.
Young India, 5-l-'22
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